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private sacrifices are taken away by the offerers, and
that of the public victim belongs to the headman of the
village. The rice, fruit, etc., are distributed among the
various officials. The function lasts from about ten a.m.
to five p.m.
In the evening, a cart is brought to the image with
nine pointed stakes standing upright in it, two at each
of the four corners and one in the centre : on each stake
a young pig, a lamb, or a fowl is impaled alive. A
Mala, called a Pa?fil?ala, i.e. hereditary priest, then sits
in the cart dressed in female attire, holding in his hand
the clay image of the goddess which was made for the
festival. The cart is dragged with ropes to the extreme
boundary of the village lands, and both cart and ropes
are left beyond the botmdary. The Panibalastake away
the animals, which all die during the procession, as
their share of the offerings.
Living animals impaled in many villages. This
cruel ceremony of impaling live animals is quite
common in the eastern part of the Telugu country,1
and I have come across it in many villages that I
have visited. The Rev. F. N. Alexander, the veteran
C.M.S. missionary, who lived over fifty years at
Ellore7 told me that he witnessed it in the town
of Ellore the first year that he went there, and wrote
a letter to the Madras Mail describing it. As a result
of his letter, the practice was forbidden by the
Government So now at Ellore the animals are tied on
to the stakes without being impaled; but in many
villages near Ellore the custom still survives of impaling
the unfortunate animals alive. Sometimes there are
only four stakes on the cart, sometimes five, and some-
times more. It is not often that there are as many as
nine. la one of the villages of the Kurnool district, I
found that a similar barbarity was practised in connexion
with the hook-swinging ceremony. On the fifth day of
the festival in honour of Ankalaaima, a large car is
Constructed, with an arrangement of poles projecting
* Cf. pp. 59, 65, 69,